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H e av e n ’ s  G at e  o n  Z o o m



Order of ServiceOrder of Service
Prelude and Meditation........................................How Great Thou Art, InstrumentalPrelude and Meditation........................................How Great Thou Art, Instrumental

Welcome .......................................................................................................Rev. Louise Scott-RountreeWelcome .......................................................................................................Rev. Louise Scott-Rountree

Invocation.............................................................................................................Rev. Dr. Lloyd P. TerrellInvocation.............................................................................................................Rev. Dr. Lloyd P. Terrell

Scripture ReadingsScripture Readings

  • Psalm 23 .................................................................................Wendel Rochester  • Psalm 23 .................................................................................Wendel Rochester

  • Ecclesiastes 3:1-4...........................................................................Aysha Nunes  • Ecclesiastes 3:1-4...........................................................................Aysha Nunes

Prayer of Comfort....................................................................................................Maria Rice BellamyPrayer of Comfort....................................................................................................Maria Rice Bellamy

Musical Selection.................My Life is In Your Hands................Min. Donnie HarperMusical Selection.................My Life is In Your Hands................Min. Donnie Harper

Resolutions & ProclamationsResolutions & Proclamations

   •    • City of Newark, NJ, The Honorable Ras Baraka, Mayor....Rev. Louise Scott-RountreeCity of Newark, NJ, The Honorable Ras Baraka, Mayor....Rev. Louise Scott-Rountree

    • Franklin St. John’s United Methodist Church........................................Rev. Vivian Cook    • Franklin St. John’s United Methodist Church........................................Rev. Vivian Cook

    • Queer Newark Oral History Project..............Christina R. Strasburger, co-founder    • Queer Newark Oral History Project..............Christina R. Strasburger, co-founder

Acknowledgement from the Family............................................................Sandra R. CarneyAcknowledgement from the Family............................................................Sandra R. Carney

                        Robert S. (Russell) Rochester, Jr.                        Robert S. (Russell) Rochester, Jr.

                             Gregory L. Rochester                             Gregory L. Rochester

Praise Dance.........................................................................................Janis Bady, Alvin Ailey DancerPraise Dance.........................................................................................Janis Bady, Alvin Ailey Dancer

Reading & Viewing of ObituaryReading & Viewing of Obituary
Musical Selection.....................Walk Around Heaven.................................Sis. Betty DavisMusical Selection.....................Walk Around Heaven.................................Sis. Betty Davis

Eulogy...................................................................................................Rev. Dr. George A. Blackwell IIIEulogy...................................................................................................Rev. Dr. George A. Blackwell III

Closing..........................................................................................................Rev. Louise Scott-RountreeClosing..........................................................................................................Rev. Louise Scott-Rountree

PostludePostlude
Song of Transition ...............His Eye Is On the Sparrow....................LaTrice VerrettSong of Transition ...............His Eye Is On the Sparrow....................LaTrice Verrett

Song of Freedom....................................Going Up Yonder..........................Family & FriendsSong of Freedom....................................Going Up Yonder..........................Family & Friends

Celebration Repast
Family and friends are invited to take a short break in the breakout rooms. 

Grab your refreshments. Share a memory. We will reconvene in exactly 5 minutes.



Brother Darryl



Celebration Repast
Welcome.....................................................................Charisse Carney-Nunes & Harvey Nunes
Tribute.......................................................................................................................................................Lisa Cataldi
Darryl as Uncle.....................................................................Representative Nieces & Nephews

Mixologist Interlude................Uncle Darryl’s Lemonade..........Stephanie Sowell

Darryl as Dancer..........................................................................................Charisse Carney-Nunes

Darryl as Hair Stylist...................................................................................................................Joy Harris
                           Dwight West
Mixologist Interlude.............................the Bloody Mary..................................Leah Brown

Darryl as Brother.......................................................................................................Deborah Tuddles
                                     Sandra R. Carney
              Robert S. (Russell) Rochester, Jr.
                         Gregory L. Rochester

Darryl as Friend............................................................................................................Calvin Cleveland
                            Yvonne Vickers
                         Erica Harrison
                   Rev. Gwendolyn McClendon

Mixologist Interlude........The Perfect Pear Martini.......Dawn Carney-Massey 
                                                       Lisa Carney
Darryl as Newark Fashionista Royalty...Timothy Stewart-Winter, Co-Director,
                        Queer Newark Oral History Project,
          Associate Professor of History, Rutgers-Newark
                                       “Letter from Gary Jardim, Author of Blue: Life, Art & Style in Newark” 

                          Michelle Rochester-Rae
                                  Erica Harrison
                         Tammy, Todd and Courtney Bolden
                        Karon Rice and Roz Elmera

 Reimagining Le Jock - The House that Darryl Built.............................................Vogue
                    Family & Friends



Uncle Darryl



Uncle Darryl



Darr y l  Wayne  RochesterDarry l  Wayne  Rochester  was  born  on 
March  27 ,  1953  in  Newark ,  New Jersey. 
He  was  the  youngest  ch i ld  o f  Mabel 
(Dudley)  and  Robert  S tan ley  Roches-
ter,  S r.  and  the  brother  o f  I va  Russe l l , 
Yvonne  Bogar  Lee  (Russe l l ) ,  Sandra  R . 
Carney,  Robert  S tan ley  Rochester,  J r. 
(Russe l l ) ,  and  Gregory  Leroy  Roches-
ter.  Darr y l  Darry l  attended Pesh ine  Avenue 
School  and  Weequahic  H igh  School 
in  Newark ,  New Jersey,  g raduat ing  in 
1971.
Darr y l  Darry l  g rew up  on  Johnson  Avenue 
among a  c lose-kn i t  ex tended fami ly 
and  where  he  created  a  la rge  c i rc le 
o f  l i fe long  f r iends .   As  a  ch i ld  Darr y lDarry l
and  h i s  s ib l ings  attended Metropol -
i tan  Bapt i st  Church  in  Newark ,  NJ . 
A f ter  the  ear ly  and  unt imely  death 
of  h i s  be loved  mother,  Darr y l   Darry l  ga ined 
a  stepmother,  Lett ie  Reeves  Roches-
ter  (and  two s i sters  Deborah  Tuddles 
(Reeves)  and  Rosa lyn  Reeves .  At  an 
ear ly  age ,  Darr y l  Darry l  showed an  af f in i ty 
for  the  ar ts  so  Sandra  enro l led  h im in 
Kae  Thompson Payne’s  dance  stud io . 
Under  Mrs .  Payne’s  tute lage ,  h i s  love 
for  dance  f lour i shed  into  a  l i fe long 
pass ion .  Af ter  graduat ing  f rom We-
equahic  H igh  School ,  Darr y l ’s  Darry l ’s  love  for 
the  ar ts  b loomed into  h i s  f i rst  career 
af ter  he  aud i t ioned  and  was  accepted 
in  the  famed A lv in  A i ley  Dance  t roupe. 
Unfortunate ly,  Darry l  soon  suffered  an 
in jury  which  would  br ing  an  end  to  h i s 
dance  career.

Darr y l  Darry l  cont inued  to  embrace  h i s  ar t i s -
t i c  s ide  by  enro l l ing  in  the  Wi l f red

Academy of  Ha i r  and  Beauty  Cu l ture 
and  Chr i st ine  Va lmy Beauty  School  in 
New York ,  rece iv ing  cer t i f i cat ions  f rom 
them both .  With  these  cer t i f i cat ions 
and  the  inf luences  of  h i s  late  mother 
Mabel  and  her  dear  f r iends ,  inc lud ing 
Emi ly  Mi les  ( the  grand  dame of  b lack 
sty le  in  Newark”) ,  Darr y l  Darry l  began  tak-
ing  the  t r i - state  area  fash ion  scene  by 
storm.  He  was  tapped by  the  legend-
ary  A l  Murphy  (who was  obsessed  wi th 
Emi ly  Mi les )  to  choreograph  funky 
dance- theater  p ieces  for  Murphy ’s 
h igh ly  ext ravagant  fash ion  shows. 
Darr y lDarry l  and  h i s  dear  f r iends ,  fash ion 
des igner  Ja ime McDonald  and  model 
Tommy Garrett ,  par t i c ipated  in  these 
ep ic  shows,  as  d id  such  legends  as 
Iman,  Pat  C leve land,  and  Bever ly  John-
son,  the  f i rst  B lack  woman to  grace 
the  cover  o f  Vogue  Magaz ine .  Around 
th i s  t ime,  Darr y l  Darry l  opened h i s  f i rst  sa -
lon ,  funded by  Stan ley,  in  the  base-
ment  of  the  Rochester-Reeves  fami ly 
home on  Keer  Avenue.  There ,  Darr y lDarry l
sty led  many  of  New Jersey ’s  hottest 
models  and  ce lebr i t ies  inc lud ing  Bev-
er ly  Johnson,  Pat  C leve land  and  one  of 
h i s  best  f r iends ,  the  groundbreak ing 
Tracy  “Afr i ca ’ ’  Norman.  He  a l so  sty led 
part i c ipants  o f  the  legendary  New York 
Ba l l  cu l ture  and  over  the  years  was 
a  premier  sty l i st  at  Bamberger ’s ,  the 
famous  Sou l  Sc i ssors  Sa lon ,  and  Ava lon 
Day  Spa  in  Greenwich  V i l lage .
Darr y lDarry l  was  centra l  to  the  theatr i ca l 
env i ronment  of  th i s  era .   Most  notab le 
was  h i s  assoc iat ion  wi th  the  C lub  Le 
Jock ,  36  Ha lsey  S t reet  in  Newark ,  an

Obituary
Darryl Wayne Rochester Sunrise (March 27, 1953)  | Sunset (December 8, 2020)



LGBTQ space that  spawned the 
theatr ica l  environment for  the 
express ion of  f ree b lack  subject iv i ty 
and a  precursor  for  s imi lar  cultura l 
spaces  throughout  the tr i -state 
area.  Darry l ’s   Darry l ’s  contr ibut ions  to  the 
LGBTQ community  and cultura l  scene 
have been recorded in  the Rutgers 
Univers i ty  Queer  Newark annals . 

A l though Darry l  Darry l  d id  not  have chi ldren 
of  h is  own he took great  del ight  in 
being everyone’s  Uncle  Darry l ;Uncle  Darry l ;  h is 
many fr iends and c l ients  were l ike 
h is  fami ly.  As  a  r ight  of  passage, 
Uncle  Darry l  Uncle  Darry l  enjoyed tak ing h is 
n ieces  c lubbing to  New York  and New 
Jersey hot  spots . . .after  their  hair  and 
makeup were suff ic ient ly  snatched 
enough to  make him proud.  And whi le 
he a lso never  marr ied,  h is  longt ime 
re lat ionship  with Calv in  C leveland 
brought  love and l ight  to  h is  l i fe .
Darry lDarry l  enjoyed travel ing  to  p laces  as 
far  as  Amsterdam; however,  nothing 
could compare to  h is  love for  Martha’s 
V ineyard.  He spent  many a  sunr ise 
doing yoga on the Inkwel l  whi le 
watching the “Polar  Bears”  take their 
morning d ip  (we a l l  know he couldn’t 

swim),  and many lazy  afternoons 
on the beach or  better  yet  people 
watching in  the front  yard of  Sandy ’s 
Sanctuary  on Circuit  and Masonic 
Avenues.

As  an adult  Darry l  Darry l  cont inued his 
sp ir i tual  journey by jo in ing the Good 
Neighbor  Bapt ist  Church where 
he became an act ive  member and 
enjoyed part ic ipat ing in  the church 
choir.   Darry l ’sDarry l ’s  earthly  journey ended 
December 8,  2020,  but  he rests 
eternal ly  with  h is  Lord and Savior 
Jesus  Chr ist  and his  sp ir i t  l ives  on in 
h is  fami ly  and fr iends.

Darry l  Darry l  was  preceded in  death by h is 
beloved parents ,  Mabel  and Stanley 
Rochester,  brother  Iva  Russel l ,  s i ster 
Yvonne Bogar  Lee,  and s ister- in- law 
Char lotte  Russel l .  He is  surv ived by 
h is  lov ing s ister  Sandra,  brothers 
Robert  and Gregory,  s isters  Deborah 
and Rosal ind,  specia l  f r iends  Calv in 
C leveland and Yvonne Vickers ,  and an 
ent i re  cast  of  aunts ,  cous ins ,  n ieces, 
nephews and fr iends.

Obituary con  nued
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Darryl with Family



While Waiting for Thee

Don’t weep at my grave,

For I am not there,

I’ve a date with a butterfly

To dance in the air.

I’ll be singing in the sunshine,

Wild and free,

Playing tag with the wind,

While I’m waiting for thee.

The Comfort and Sweetness of Peace

After the clouds, the sunshine,

after the winter, the spring,

after the shower, the rainbow,

for life is a changeable thing.

After the night, the morning,

bidding all darkness cease,

after life’s cares and sorrows,

the comfort and sweetness of peace.

Helen Steiner Rice



Darryl with Friends



Acknowledgement & Gratitude

The family of the late Darryl Wayne Rochester 

extends our sincere appreciation for the many 

kind expressions of sympathy that have been 

expressed during this time of bereavement. Although we 

wish we could have celebrated Darryl’s life in person, 

we are grateful to all who participated in the virtual 

celebration helping to turn it into a colorful dance 

with our memories, bringing a measure of comfort 

upon his sudden passing.

“The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him and he 

helps me. My heart leaps for Joy, and with my song I praise him.”

Psalm 28:7

-the rochester-carney family

professional services by:

whigham funeral home
580 Dr. Mar  n Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Newark, NJ 07102
973-622-6872

Carolyn Whigham, Director
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